I5O                            MR.    BALDWIN
The Trade Dispute Act of 1906 was enough in itself to condone the disrespect of any reasonable citizen for the rule of law. The Common Law cannot long continue to be derogated by the panic measures of party politicians. It was unfortunate that Sir John Simon rubbed the sore by allowing the wishes of the moment to obscure this strict political truth. The tone of his speech was to defend Parliament. He said that he had seen "a telegram from Rome stating that Parliament was moribund. He thought that was a mistake/1 The House of Commons cheered, the nation was grateful for his assistance, but Labour knew then and still knows that Rome unfortunately was right.
Mr. Justice Astbury supported Sir John Simon's legal opinion by a ruling in the High Court. Socialism, comprising, as it did beneath its leaders, the best elements of the British people, considered the letter rather than the spirit of the law had been turned against it. It was unfortunate, but it ended the General Strike.
Mr. Baldwin had always been too wise to insist on the strict legal position or on the mere economic factors of the situation. Only when the Constitution was threatened did he stand upon his rights. If it was due to weakness, the nation will grow, as the years go on, to realise that it was fortunate. When it is realised how much deeper Socialism had gone to the roots of the social problem, people will praise a man who was too wise to plough deliberately with a more shallow farrow. His part in weathering the storm is difficult to portray. Like everything in his life his direct responsibility for events was not so great as his indirect influence. He got the credit of the public for his actions, and it was in a large measure justified. By identifying himself in a vague sort of way with the Constitution, he averted a calamity. He respected Socialism up to the event as if it had been a greater force than his own* That was a realist view. After the crisis he was prepared to let bygones be bygones and to continue